Using our God-given gifts to let our light shine

THE MAWNAN LIGHT

Friday 9th October 2026

COMPASSION ¢ HOPE < PEACE < PERSEVERANCE e« RESPECT ¢ TRUST

This week has been full of exciting learning across the school!

As part of their expedition, Fusion Class have been comparing the UK with Antarctica,
Pico Class have had a fantastic morning studying the artist Ted Harrison. They explored
his use of warm and cool colours before creating some beautiful landscape paintings
of their own.

Dart Class have been learning about Darwin’s fossil discoveries in Argentina, while Key
Stage 1 celebrated Harvest by making their very own vegetable soup — a wonderful
way to link learning with the season.

Meanwhile, Topper Class have been developing their geographical knowledge by
learning all about the continents and oceans of the world.

Well done to all our children for another fantastic week of curiosity, creativity and
learning!

Harvest Service

On Tuesday, the whole school walked to St
Michael's Church for our annual Harvest Service
with Rev. Johanna and Nigel. It was a lovely
occasion, filled with joyful singing, thoughtful
prayers and a wonderful sense of community.
Dart Class did a brilliant job of leading the
service, and it was especially lovely to have so
many family members joining us.

Thank you to everyone who donated so
generously to the Trussell Trust Food Bank. Your
kindness will make a real difference to local
families in need.
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Secret Santa Gift Collection

Secret Santa is one of our favourite Mawnan Christmas traditions and has brought joy
to our children and families for many years. Organised by our wonderful PTA, it gives
children the excitement of choosing gifts for their loved ones. Our lovely WI volunteers
then wrap and label each present, ready to take home and tuck under the Christmas
free.

To make this much-loved event possible, we need your help! We are asking for
donations of unwanted, good-quality gifts suitable for all ages, from children to
parents.

Toys, puzzles, games, books and gifts for adults are all welcome. Items can be new or
good quality preloved, but please ensure they are clean, complete, undamaged and
something you would be happy to receive yourself.

We will start collecting donations next week. Please place your gifts in the donation
box in the school entrance.

Thank you for helping us keep this special tradition going and giving our children the
chance to experience the joy of choosing something thoughtful for someone they
love.

School Immunisations: November éth 2026

Please see the attached letter and information leaflet about the upcoming school
immunisations. The online form needs to be completed by 10am on 4th November
2026. https://www.kernowimmunisations.co.uk/Forms/Flu?schoolcode=EE112002

We appreciate that some children, particularly those who may have additional needs
or feel anxious about vaccinations, may have questions or need a little extra support.
The attached leaflet provides helpful information about what to expect, how to
prepare your child and the support and reasonable adjustments that may be
available.

If you have any questions or concerns about your child's vaccination, or if your child
has any individual needs that the vaccination team should be aware of, please
contact the School Aged Immunisation Team directly Tel: 01872 221105. They can
discuss any support or adjustments that may be helpful.
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Individual School Photographs: Thursday 12th November

Hatchbox Photography will be visiting Mawnan School on the morning of Thursday 12th
November to take individual/sibling photographs of the children. Please ensure your
child comes to school looking smart and ready for their photo! Further information
about viewing and purchasing photographs will be shared once it is available.

Netball League &

Our netball league team played two more matches this week, securing fantastic wins
against Stithians (2-1) and Mylor (6-1). Well done to all the players for their teamwork
and determination!

We are currently sitting at the top of the league table! There are still more matches to
be played next week, although Mawnan have a week off. We'll be keeping our fingers
crossed and hoping our position at the top remains unchanged.

Dates for Your Diary: Next Half Term

Friday 13th November - Children in Need
Our non-uniform theme is spots, stripes or sporty—or all three! We'll be having a
collection on the day and would welcome any donation you can give.

Monday 16th November - Odd Socks Day

Wear your favourite mismatched socks to celebrate what makes us all unique! This
marks the start of Anti-Bullying Week, 16th-20th November, when we'll focus on
kindness, speaking up and looking after one another.

PTA Movie Night - After School
A chance for children to enjoy a film with their friends! Friday 20th November.

We'll share more information about these events nearer the time.
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Important reminder about term-time holidays

We would like to remind families that holidays during term time cannot normally be
authorised. Under the national attendance framework, schools must issue a penalty
notice when a child reaches 10 sessions of unauthorised absence within a rolling 10-
school-week period. Ten sessions is usually equivalent to five school days, and the
absences do not have to be consecutive. GOV.UK

It is particularly important that parents are aware that penalty notices now escalate
over a rolling three-year period:

« First penalty notice: £80 per parent, per child if paid within 21 days, rising to £160
if paid within 28 days.

« Second penalty notice for the same child within three years: £160 per parent, per
child, with no reduced rate.

« Third occurrence within three years: a further penalty nofice cannot be issued.
Other legal action must instead be considered, which may include prosecution.
Legislation UK

This means that repeated term-time holidays can have increasingly serious
consequences. We appreciate that family holidays are important, and that prices are
cheaper during term time, but we ask parents not to arrange holidays during term time.
Our priority is to protect every child's education and ensure that they miss as little
learning as possible.

Term Dates

Information Classification: PUBLIC

Cornwall Council

2026/27 School Term Dates for Community and Voluntary-Controlled Schools : ad
CORNWALL | Together @7
September 2026 October 2026 November 2026 CO,'}JNC“,,' : for Families
Mon 7 |14 21 28| [Mon 5 (12 19|26 | Mon 29 16]23 30 peand all- ameuhago :
Tue 1 8 15 22|29 Tue 6 13 20 27 Tue 3 10 17 24
Wed 2 9 16 23 30| | Wed 7 14 21 28| | wed 4 11 18 25
Thurs ' 3 11017 | 24 Thurs | 1 | 8 | 15122 |29 Thurs 512 19 26
fri | 4 | 11]18 25 Fri | 2 | 9 | 16|23 30 Fri 6 | 13 20 27
Christmas Day 25 December 2026
Boxing Day 28 December 2026
New Years Day 01 January 2027
December 2026 January 2027 February 2027 Good Friday 26 March 2027
Mon 7114 21 Mon 4 11 18| 25 Mon 1 8 15 22 Easter Monday 29 March 2027
Tue 1,8 15 22 29 Tue 5 (12 19| 26 Tue 29 16 23 May Bank Holiday 03 May 2027
Wed | 2 | 9 16|23 |30 Wed 6 13 20 27 Wed 3 10 17 24 Spring Bank Holiday 31 May 2027
Thurs | 3 |10 |17 | 24 31 Thurs 7 14 21 28 Thurs 4 111 18 25 Summer Bank Holiday 30 August 2027
fri | 4 | 1118 Fri 8 |15 22 29 Fri 5 12 19 26

AUTUMN TERM (72 days)
3 September - 18 December 2026

(HALF TERM 26 - 30 October 2026)

March 2027 April 2027 May 2027
Mon | 1 | 8 |15 22 Mon 5 12 19 26 Mon d 10 17 24 ‘!! SPRING TERM (54 days)
4 11 18 25

Tue 2 9 16 23 30 Tue 6 13 20 27 Tue 4 January - 25 March 2027

wed | 3 [ 1017 24 31| | wed 7 14 21 28 Wed 5 12 19| 26 (HALF TERM 15 - 19 February 2027)
Thurs 4 | 11|18 | 25 Thurs | 1 | 8 152229 Thurs 6 13 20 27

ri 5 12 |19 [ Fri | 2 9 162330 Fri 7 14 2128 SUMMER TERM (69 days)

12 April - 23 July 2027
(HALF TERM 31 May - 4 June 2027)

June 2027 luly 2027 August 2027 195 days are included on the school calendar. Schools will
Mon 7 114121 28 Mon 5 /12119 26 Mon 219 116)23 be open to pupils for 190 days. The five additional days are
\L’ued ; g :2 ;i ;3 ‘LUZ 3 13 ;2 ;; ‘LUZ i 12 i; ;; £ allotted for In-Service Training (INSET). Schools allocate
e e e
Thurs | 3 10 | 17 | 24 Thurs | 1 | 8 | 15|22 29| |Thurs 5 12 119 26 their own INSET days.
Fri 4 1118 25 Fri 2 19 16 23 30 Fri 6 |13 ] 20| 27

Academy, trust and voluntary-aided schools set their own
term dates and INSET days.
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Wraparound Club News

It's been a busy and exciting start to the term at Wraparound Club! The children have
enjoyed a fantastic variety of activities over the first few weeks back, including slime
making, creating with clay, experimenting with watercolours and having lots of fun on
our games day.

It's been lovely to see the children getting creative, trying new activities and enjoying
time together after the school day.

A reminder that all Wraparound Club bookings must be made in advance via
ParentPay. We look forward to lots more fun and creativity over the coming weeks!
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MONTH KEY DATES

October 2026

November 2026

December 2026

January 2027
February 2027

March 2027

April 2027

May 2027

June 2027

July 2027

Mon 26-Fri 30 — Half-term holiday

Fri 6 — School Immunisations
Thurs 12 — School individual photos

Week beginning Mon 16 — Parent-teacher meetings

Thu 3 — Christingle Service at St Michael’s Church
Tue 15 — Candlelit Carols for KS2 at St Mawnan Church

Fri 18 — Last day of autumn term
Mon 4 — Children return
Mon 15-Fri 19 — Half-term holiday

Week beginning Mon 15 — Parent-teacher meetings

Tue 23 School Eucharist at St Michael's Church
Thu 25 - Last day of spring tferm

Mon 12 — Children return

Mon 3 — Bank holiday; school closed
Mon 10-Thu 13 — KS2 SATs
Mon 31 May-Fri 4 Jun — Half-term holiday

Mon 7-Wed 9 — INSET days

Thu 10 — Children return

Mon 7-Fri 18 — Year 4 Multiplication Tables Check
window

Week beginning Mon 14 — Year 1 Phonics Screening
Check

Fri 9 — Sports Day
Fri 23 — Last day of academic year & Yé leaver’s service
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School Admissions for September 2027

Although the new academic year has only just begun, applications are now open for
children starting primary school and for Year 6 pupils fransferring to secondary school in
September 2027.

« The deadline for secondary school applications is 31 October 2026.
o The deadline for primary school applications is 15 January 2027.

Applications should be made online through Cornwall School Admissions.

We know that choosing and applying for a school can feel like a significant decision. If
you have any questions or would like support with the application process, please
come and speak to us. We are always happy to help.

CORNWALL : Together @ The
S27n | forFamilies sppcations s

15 January
2027

Do you have a

child born between
1 September 2022
and 31 August 2023?

If so, you will need to apply
for a place in a reception
class in September 2027 for
your child by the deadline
of 15 January 2027.

Please note: you will need to apply even if Visit www.cornwall.gov.uk/admissions
yo;:r clh“ld attefnds ahSChIOOI’S ”Urssry °t: F:jre' for more information and to access the
school class. If a school is oversubscribe: : P

the fact that a child attends a school’s gilliie applicato s,
nursery or pre-school, or a local nursery

or pre-school, does not automatically

guarantee a place at that school. The '
school’s oversubscription criteria will be [=]~
used to allocate places. Visit our website or scan me
contact us for more information.

www.cornwall.gov.uk/admissions
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RECEPTION 2027
SCHOOL TOURS

Do you have a child who is due to start school in September 2027?

We'd love to meet you and show you around our lovely school.

.....................................................................................................

' Tuesday 22 September 2026 || Monday 5 October 2026 ' Tuesday 20 October 2026
. 9:30-10:30am || 1:30-2:30pm ‘L 9:30-10:30am

Monday 9 November 2026 ETuesday 24 November 2026 Monday 7 December 2026

| 1:30-2:30pm . 11:00am-12:00pm | 1:30-2:30pm '

Please phone ’ meet
01326 250660 e lwelomes g8

to book your place on one of our school tours. g

Taty e **".,‘ ‘e ¥

wﬁanCE VA Priﬁary School
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at Parents & Educators Need to Know about Screen Addiction

It can be challenging for parents and carers to know whether children are spending
too much time on their digital devices. It's even more of a conundrum to decide
whether a child is just deeply engaged with the internet and social media, or genuinely
addicted to it. As tfechnology becomes more pervasive in all of our lives, many children
and young people in particular are beginning to experience tech-related
dependencies. As trusted adults, do we have the right knowledge to identify and
support children and young people who might be developing an addiction to their
devices?

In this guide, you'll find tips on avoiding potential risks such as damage to health and
wellbeing, app addiction and a lack of sleep.

2

Children as young as 13 are attending
‘smartphone rehabfollowing growing concerns
over screen time. There are now help centers in

the UK which deal with screen addiction for
children and adults showing the seriousness of
device addiction. The World Health Organisation
(WHO) has ofﬁ(lallJ recognised gaming addiction
as a modern disease. The condition was

The Children’s Commissioner report ‘Life in
Likes; explored how children aged 8-11 are
using social media today. It showed that
children are using their devices to speak to
their online friends about their problems and
seek acceptance and support, removing face to
face interactions.

Your child may become less interested in
anything that does not include their device. You
may notice that your child is missing school time

and generally being less engaged with other
ivities in the home. it is important to discuss
th your child as soon as you notice a
behaviour change.
confirmed as part of their International
Classification of Diseases (ICD) which serves as an
international standard for diagnosing and
treating health conditions.

LACK OF SLEEP

7 out of 10 children said they had missed out p
on sleep because of their online habits and s
60% said they had neglected school work as a respond, you lose the streak. This addictive
result. Itis important that children get the ,mu,e of apps aims to engage children and
sleep they need in order to focus the next day. keep S.em coming back for more.

APPS CAN BE
ADDICTIVE

Apps have been designed with psychological
tricks' to constantly y keep grabbing your
attention. One example of this i

National
Online
Safety’

LIMIT SCREENTIME

Intoday's digital age, technology is an important part of
achild's development so completely banning them from
their device will mean they are missing out on a lot,
including conversations and communication with their
friends. Rather than banning them from using their
devices, we suggest setting a screen time limit. Work out
what you think is a suitable and healthy amount of time
for your child to be on their device per week. Remember
that your child may need to use devices for their school
homework so only set screen limits on recreational time
on their device. Once you have established this, have the
conversation with them to discuss why you are
implementing a screen limit. There will be others in your
child's friendship group who will not have screen limits
setand will be sending messages when they do not have
access to their phones.

ENCOURAGE ALTERNATE
& ACTIVITIES

It may seem like an obvious solution, but encouraging
children to play with their friends, read a book, or playing
outdoors will help them realise they can have fun

without their device. Playing football, trampolining,
camping, going for a walk or swimming are all healthy
replacements for screen time. Try to join them in their
Outdoor activities to show your support.

www.nationalonlinesafety.com

LEAD BY EXAMPLE

Children model their behavior on their peers, so if their
parents are constantly on their device, they will see this
as acceptable. Try limiting your own screen time and
follow the same rules you have set for them. If you have
asked your child to not use their device at the table, make
sure you don't. Try setting house rules that the whole
family abide by.

LESS TIME MEANS
LESS EXPOSURE

There are many risks associated with devices, such as
cyberbullying, grooming, sexting, viewing inappropriate
content etc. Less time spent on a screen means that a
child will be less exposed to these risks.

MOBILE-FREE MEALTIMES

Have you tried to settle your child by giving them a tablet
at the dinner table or restaurant? This may seem like a
quick fix to calm them down but in reality, itis
encouraging them to use their device as a distraction
from conversation and dealing with their emotions. We
suggest removing all technology from the dinner table
and having conversations with your family about how
their day has been.

Twitter - @natonlinesafety

REMOVE DEVICES FROM
THEIR BEDROOM

Setting a rule about removing devices from bedrooms
will help your child to get the sleep they need and be
more focussed the next day at school. 20% of teenagers
said that they wake up to check their social network
accounts on their devices. Even by having a device
switched off in their bedroom, they may be tempted to
check for notifications.

82% of chitdren aged 5-7

go online for nearly 9.5 IS a week

930 Hv\|rn‘<,\811
snline for nearty 13.5hrs

99% o chitdrenaged 12-15

go online for nearly 20.5 TS a week

Facebook - /NationalOnlineSafety
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LOCATION

Penwame Farm

Campsite

Q) A MAGICAL GROTTO EXPERIENCE FOR A GREAT CAUSE Q?
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