
YEAR A 
THEME: 
Understanding 
Our World 
TERM: Spring 2 
EXPEDITION: 
Oceans 

 

EXPEDITION OVERVIEW:  
This topic will draw inspiration from the 
oceans covering 70% of our world.  We will be 
visiting the depths as we discover the 
creatures that live there and how these vary 
from ocean to ocean. As explorers, we will 

map a journey around the world as we travel each ocean 
using each stop to dive into new understanding and build 
links with our learning from the past. The pupils’ expedition 
will culminate with a DT project that looks into the 
problems of plastic pollution and whether we can do more 
to protect our magnificent seas. 

CULTURAL CAPITAL:  
The experience will aim to obtain the views of local divers and marine 
biologists to help us understand how to protect our seas. 
SUPPORTING TEXTS: 
Flotsam by David Wiesner 
Blue Planet 2 by Leisa Stewart-Sharpe and Emily Dove  
Song of the Dolphin Boy by Elizabeth Laird 

 
 
 

These are areas of understanding within our curriculum which are repeated during their Voyage through the school.  
Key concepts: 
boundaries (continents, localities, nations) cartography (atlases, directions, distance, Equator, latitude, longitude, maps, scale, symbols) change 
(adaptation, sustainability) climate (climate change, pollution, weather) interdependence (economy, trade) movement (migration, navigation, 
transport) physical geography (biomes, bodies of water) resources (energy, food supply, infrastructure) settlements (urban areas) 
Skills: 
Research, Describe, Observe 
Recognise (Name, Identify, Locate) 
Measure-Record-Present 
Understand (Explain, Interpret, Compare and 
Contrast) 
Conclude (Analyse, Opinion) 
Make Judgements (Debate, Evaluate, Predict) 

 



 

KNOWLEDGE AND ASSESSMENT: 

 

 
NEW VOCABULARY: 
 Retrieval vocab: body of water, cliff, lake, location, ocean, river, sea, 
transport condensation, evaporation,water cycle, precipitation, surface 
runoff, beach, climate, equator, tropics 

 New vocab: coastline, dock, erode, harbour, high tide, lighthouse, low tide,  
orbit, seawater, minerals, seabed, vent, global warming. ocean currents, fish 
stocks,  resources, shore  

LEARNING:  

 



 

 

 

Geography Key Questions 

What is an ocean? Definition of an ocean (An ocean is a huge body of salt water) Identifying the 5 oceans on a map Ordering the oceans in size  
Where are the world's oceans? Features of a map Different types of maps Location of each ocean by identifying the surrounding continents Difference between 
an ocean and a sea Identifying the different types of seas (enclosed by land or between ocean and land)  
How deep is the ocean? 5 layers of the ocean (sunlight, twilight, midnight, abyss, trench) What bioluminescence is Bioluminescent animals Identifying 3-4 facts 
about each layer  
Why are our oceans important? Ocean covers 70% of our earth Importance of the ocean- habitat to animals; oxygen; food; medicine; weather pattern; 
transportation  



What lives in the ocean? What a habitat is- pupils will learn about 4 habitats (coral reef, oyster reef, kelp forest, open ocean) What a mammal is, examples of 
marine mammals What a mollusc is, examples of molluscs What a crustacean is, example of crustaceans What fish are, what gills are, examples of fish  
How are the oceans different around the world? Identify the differences in temperature at  two places Observe the differences in the appearance of the sea 
(ice) Explore the different types of life in the sea in each ocean. 
Why are the oceans under threat? Identify ocean is under threat from human activity Explore different habitats that are at risk - coral What is the impact of 
activity on ocean life  
How are people protecting the oceans? Exploring the role of NGOs in protecting the oceans Case study of sea turtles and how people are protecting them in 
Indonesia  
How can we protect our oceans? Plastic in the ocean How plastic got into the ocean How to reduce plastic waste and what actions pupils can take  
Campaigning to protect the oceans What action could the government take to save the oceans Explore three different policies that would protect the oceans  
​ ​ ​  ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
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