
Using our God-given gifts to let our light shine 

Using our God-given gifts to let our light shine  |  mawnanschool.com 

 

THE MAWNAN LIGHT 
Friday 18th September 2026   

 

COMPASSION  •  HOPE  •  PEACE  •  PERSEVERANCE  •  RESPECT  •  TRUST 

 

Our second week back at school has been nothing short of phenomenal. The children 

have embraced their learning with enthusiasm and are already deeply engaged in 

their new learning expeditions. It has been wonderful to see their excitement, curiosity 

and eagerness.  

Our youngest children have settled brilliantly into school life and are becoming 

increasingly confident with their new routines. Across the school, the children have 

returned with such positive attitudes that the whole school feels calm, purposeful and 

happy. 

This week, we have begun our Reading Partners programme. Every child in school is 

paired with another pupil, and on Friday mornings they meet to share and enjoy a 

book together. It is a very special part of school life: it develops confidence and a love 

of reading while strengthening the wonderful relationships between children of 

different ages.  

Miss Pridmore  

 

Parent Governor Election  

Mawnan School is supported by a committed governing body, which plays a vital role 

in overseeing the school's long term strategic direction, ethos and vision.  

Governors are volunteers who act as 'critical friends' to the school's leadership team, 

making sure all pupils access education, opportunities and experiences of the highest 

possible quality.  

Here's a snapshot of what we do: 

- hold the school's leaders to account by asking questions and discussing educational 

performance 

- ensure the curriculum is broad and ambitious 

- help with staff recruitment 

- approve school policies  

- oversee the school’s financial performance, making sure our budget is well spent.  
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As you can imagine, this is a particularly rewarding role at a school like Mawnan, where 

governors get to work with the school community to help all our children thrive. 

Our board is made up of seven foundation governors, two staff governors, one local 

authority governor and two parent governors, who are elected by parents. All are 

volunteers, who want to see Mawnan School continue to be the very best it can be. 

Both parent governor roles are currently vacant, and we are looking for candidates to 

stand for election to fill both vacancies. Only parents with children already at the 

school can stand, and only parents with children already at the school can vote for 

their preferred candidates. 

No special qualifications are required, nor do you need a background in education. 

We welcome parents with a broad range of professional experiences and governance 

training is provided. We meet twice a term, usually always on a Monday evening. 

Please do get in touch to ask for more information on what it involves here at 

Mawnan.  

You can email me at rstevenson@mawnanschool.com or catch me at the school 

gates. I am Tilly and William's mum from Y6 - and I have a black labrador called Freddie 

whom a lot of children like to pat! 

A Parent Governor Vacancy - Nomination Google Form will be sent out on Monday 

and nominations need to be sent to Mrs Cattle by the end of next week, 25 

September.  

Rachel Stevenson 

Chair of Governors  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:rstevenson@mawnanschool.com
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A Musical Treat 

__________________________________ 

Next Friday, 25 September at 2:30 pm, we are 

looking forward to a very special musical treat 

when we will be entertained by the Spectrum 

Music Concert Wind Band from South Devon. 

We would love to extend the invitation to all our 

families. If the weather is kind, the concert will 

take place outside; if not, we will gather in the 

school hall. 

Please come and join us at 2:30 pm if you would 

like to enjoy an afternoon of wonderful woodwind 

music with the children. This will be instead of celebration assembly.  

 

Bikes and Scooters 

_____________________________________________________________ 

We are delighted that so many children are choosing to cycle or scoot to school. It is a 

wonderful way to travel actively and helps children arrive ready for the day. 

For everyone’s safety, please ensure that children dismount from their bikes and 

scooters before coming through the school gates and walk them carefully onto the 

school site. 

If your child’s bike or scooter is left at school after school hours, please make sure it is 

securely locked. Unfortunately, we cannot guarantee the security of bikes or scooters 

left unattended on the school premises. 

 

Music at Mawnan 

_______________________________________________________________ 

You may remember that our music teacher, Mr Hatherly, left us at the end of last term 

to take up a new post. We wish him every success in his new role. 

We are delighted to welcome Mr Pert, our new guitar teacher, and Mrs Blake, our new 

piano and keyboard teacher. Mrs Blake will also be teaching the weekly music lessons 

for Pico, Fusion and Dart classes on Wednesday afternoons. 

We are very pleased to welcome them both to the Mawnan community and look 

forward to hearing plenty of wonderful music across the school. 
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School Jobs 

____________________________________________________________ 

This week, our Key Stage 2 children applied for the school jobs they would like to 

undertake this year. We are delighted that so many children have put themselves 

forward for roles through which they can contribute to the development and everyday 

running of our school. 

Taking on these responsibilities gives children a meaningful voice in school life and 

helps them develop confidence, leadership, teamwork and a sense of service to 

others. We are incredibly proud of their enthusiasm and their desire to make a positive 

difference to our school community. 

Next week, we will also be holding our Navigator elections. 
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School Admissions for September 2027 

_______________________________________________________________ 

Although the new academic year has only just begun, applications are now open for 

children starting primary school and for Year 6 pupils transferring to secondary school in 

September 2027. 

• The deadline for secondary school applications is 31 October 2026. 

• The deadline for primary school applications is 15 January 2027. 

Applications should be made online through Cornwall School Admissions. 

We know that choosing and applying for a school can feel like a significant decision. If 

you have any questions or would like support with the application process, please 

come and speak to us. We are always happy to help. 

 

https://fis.cornwall.gov.uk/
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After-School Wraparound Childcare 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Our after-school wraparound childcare provides a friendly, relaxed and safe 

environment for children at the end of the school day. Children can enjoy a range of 

activities, spend time with friends and receive a light snack, while parents benefit from 

flexible, reliable childcare. 

 

The club runs Monday to Thursday: 

 

3:15–4:15pm — £6 

3:15–5:30pm — £12 

 

Places should be booked and paid for in advance through ParentPay. If your child is 

booked into wraparound until 5:30pm and chooses to attend one of our enrichment 

clubs, you will not need to pay separately for the enrichment club, with the exception 

of skateboarding. 

 

Using our wraparound provision not only supports busy families but also helps us to 

maintain and develop this valuable service for the school community. We would love 

to welcome more children! 

 

                    Run Mawnan – Sunday 20 September 2026                    

Get your running shoes—and perhaps your fancy dress—ready for Run 

Mawnan! Whether you are taking part, cheering from the sidelines or 

simply coming along to enjoy the atmosphere, it promises to be a brilliant 

community event. 

Alongside the running, there will be plenty of family fun, including a BBQ, 

cakes, refreshments, games stalls and a tombola, plus a prize for the best 

fancy dress! 

           Medals and goody bags are guaranteed for everyone who registers 

online by Sunday 13 September. 

You can enter on the day, but medals and goody bags cannot be 

guaranteed. 

     Find out more and register for Run Mawnan 

 

https://www.sientries.co.uk/event.php?event_id=17414
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Attendance and Leave During Term Time 

 

Term-time leave can only be authorised in exceptional circumstances. Under the 

national framework, schools must consider requesting a penalty notice when a child 

has 10 unauthorised sessions—usually five school days—within a rolling period of 10 

school weeks. The sessions may include unauthorised leave, other unauthorised 

absence or late arrival after registration has closed. 

A first penalty notice is £80 per parent, per child if paid within 21 days, rising to £160 if 

paid within 28 days. A second notice for the same child within three years is charged at 

£160, with no reduced rate. A third offence within three years may lead to prosecution 

rather than a further penalty notice. 

Attendance information is shared daily with the Department for Education and the 

local authority. This helps schools and services identify patterns, offer support and make 

sure children receive their entitlement to education. 

Our priority is always to work with families so that children can attend regularly and 

thrive. Every school day matters. 

Term Dates 
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Important Dates 

 

MONTH KEY DATES 

September 2026 Thu 3 and Fri 4 – INSET days 

Mon 7 – Children return 

October 2026 Tues  – Harvest Service at St Michael’s Church  

Mon 26–Fri 30 – Half-term holiday 

November 2026 Week beginning Mon 16 – Parent–teacher meetings 

December 2026 Thu 3 – Christingle Service at St Michael’s Church  

Tue 15 – Candlelit Carols for KS2 at St Mawnan Church  

Fri 18 – Last day of autumn term 

January 2027 Mon 4 – Children return 

February 2027 Mon 15–Fri 19 – Half-term holiday 

March 2027 Week beginning Mon 15 – Parent–teacher meetings 

Tue 23 School Eucharist at St Michael’s Church  

Thu 25 – Last day of spring term 

April 2027 Mon 12 – Children return 

May 2027 Mon 3 – Bank holiday; school closed 

Mon 10–Thu 13 – KS2 SATs 

Mon 31 May–Fri 4 Jun – Half-term holiday 

June 2027 Mon 7–Wed 9 – INSET days 

Thu 10 – Children return 

Mon 7–Fri 18 – Year 4 Multiplication Tables Check 

window 

Week beginning Mon 14 – Year 1 Phonics Screening 

Check 

July 2027 Fri 9 – Sports Day 

Fri 23 – Last day of academic year 
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Character.AI lets users create and chat with AI-powered characters that can behave 

like friends, mentors, fictional favourites, or romantic partners. While these conversations 

can feel engaging and supportive, their convincing human-like responses can blur 

important boundaries. Young people may encounter inappropriate content, 

misinformation and privacy risks, or begin forming an unhealthy emotional attachment 

to an AI companion. 

For parents and educators, understanding these risks can make conversations about AI 

companionship more constructive. This #WakeUpWednesday guide explores warning 

signs such as secretive or excessive use and withdrawal from real-world activities, while 

offering practical advice on checking age restrictions, protecting personal information, 

questioning chatbot advice, and responding appropriately when safeguarding 

concerns arise. 

 

 


