
 

GREAT CIVILISATIONS TOPIC: The 
Maya 

 

OVERVIEW: 
Discover the mysterious Maya of Mesoamerica. Investigate 
the timeline as you discover when and where the Maya 
built this magnificent civilisation. Explore different kinds of 
historical sources and evaluate their usefulness. Marvel at 
how the Maya lived, study buildings, trade and the 
importance of food and farming. Learn about Maya beliefs, 
Gods, temples and one of the most dangerous and deadly 
ball games of all time . Discover the Maya  legacy.  
 

Books: 
The Curse of the Maya – Johnny Pearce & 
Andy Loneragan 
 
Maya Legends: Rainplayer, The Hero 
Twins 
 

Knowledge: 
 

 
 

Assessment: 

 



 

Knowledge: 

 
Meeting the Maya and Timeline 

• I can discover facts about the Maya civilisation and explain who the Maya people were and when and where in the world they 
lived. 

• I can identify and use a range of evidence sources to help me understand more about the Maya civilisation. 
 
The City States 

• I can explain how the Maya Civilisation was organised and ruled. 

• I can make comparisons to other civilisations and the current day. 
 
Life in The Maya 

• Understand trading in the Ancient Maya world. Work with maps and discover the goods that were traded by the Ancient Maya.  

• I can describe a range of foods that were eaten by the ancient Maya people and explain why certain foods were particularly 
significant. 

 
Maya Religion and Gods 

• I can explain the religious beliefs of the Maya people, understand how they worshipped, name some of the main gods and know 
what they represented to the people. 

 
Maya Culture 

• I can understand how the Maya number system works. 

• I can explain what the Mayan writing system consists of, how words are constructed and what codices are. 

• I can explain the importance of astronomy to the Maya.  

• Maya Art 
 
What happened to the Maya?  

• I can explain possible reasons for the decline of the Maya. 

 



 


