Collective Worship Policy.
Introduction; The staff and governors at Mawnan C of E VA School see the main purpose of the school as that written in the Mission Statement:-
The school aims to provide a broad and balanced curriculum founded on Christian values. The education offered at Mawnan School will be concerned not only with the teaching of basic academic, social and physical skills but also with furnishing our children with an enquiring, creative and sensitive approach to life. The children will also have the opportunity to develop spiritually and emotionally within the ethos of a church school..(Mawnan C of E VA School Mission Statement.)
Collective worship is part of the school's contribution to promoting the spiritual, moral, social and cultural development of every child. It normally forms a part of an assembly or its entirety every day. Collective worship has the potential to unite the whole membership of the school and therefore to develop a sense of community. It is a good time to celebrate the worth and value of every single person in the school community.
One of the school's main aims is the achievement of high academic standards and a sense of personal worth for all its pupils through encouraging them to do their best and fulfil their potential. Subject to its physical capacity our school therefore welcomes all children from the neighbourhood, whatever their family faith, if parents wish an education in a Christian context for their children.
Current Organisation in accordance with our Trust Deed and with statutory requirements, at our school collective worship is placed at the centre of the school's daily life. Worship is organised on both a key stage and a whole school basis and is led by staff, visitors and of course the pupils themselves. In accordance with Diocesan policy, we now hold a school Eucharist in school at least once a term. The children have an important part to play in this service, reading lessons and leading prayers, bringing up the bread and wine. Other local clergy are invited to lead assemblies from time to time. We can reassure parents, however, that our school exerts no pressure on children to become worshipping Christians or to take part in any activity that will compromise their own family faith or lack of faith. The spiritual, social, cultural and moral welfare of all the pupils whatever their background is of prime concern to us as a school. However, Christian values are definitely built into our ethos and teaching and are reflected in the cycle of themes on which our daily acts of worship are based. 

The Nature of Collective Worship; The definition of worship that we have evolved here at Mawnan C of E V A School in consultation with staff, governors, parents and the diocese, is the gathering together of our school community to learn about and to praise God through Jesus Christ. It therefore involves us gathering together to express feelings of respect and worth for others, ourselves, for our local community and our world as gifts from God as distinct from meeting together simply to exchange information or deal with organisational issues. Education, celebration, praise and hope are essential features of our worship. Therefore our aim through worship is primarily to educate our children and make them aware of what it means to be a community committed to serving God and caring for each other and the environment. In so doing we hope to create an atmosphere in which pupils are invited rather than compelled to explore issues for themselves, reflect upon and learn from their own experiences and the experiences of others, develop sensitivity and a sense of wonder, awe and mystery for the world of which they are part.


Equal Opportunities; Our school worship is therefore about sharing what is meaningful and significant in our lives. It is about sharing our common concerns and responsibilities and developing positive attitudes and values. It is about affirming the equality of each individual in God's sight, whatever a child's gender, ethnic origin, physical or mental ability.

Special Educational Needs; The staff and governors at Mawnan School are committed to ensuring that every child in the school will derive benefit from collective worship, whatever their academic ability. Every attempt is made, therefore, to ensure that materials used are appropriate to a range of abilities, aptitudes and interests.

Delivering Collective Worship at our School; In our school the process of worship takes place through a variety of media, song, story, drama, music, poetry, etc. it takes place through children led assemblies as well as adult-led worship time. All collective worship in our school is time-tabled and is usually (though not always) held the first part of the afternoon. All staff and pupils currently take part in collective worship, a position governors actively encourage, though the right to withdraw exists. A six year rolling programme of topics/titles has been established using the Values for Life and a record kept of the songs sung and the main point of the assemblies.

Monitoring and Evaluation strategies currently used by staff for assessing the outcome of collective worship are:
1. observation of the children's attentiveness and level of interest shown during the sessions.
2.	classroom feedback from pupils, written and verbal. 
3.	parents comments, written and verbal. 
4.	observation of the children's general behaviour in and around the school and to
one another. 
5.	End of worship child feedback.
